— A, nan MeueHac! I'paryimioro, rparymoro! Moxe Tilurucs Ha-
11Ie MiCTO, 110 JIicTajio TaKoro 6JucKydoro odbopoHisd. O, Takoi
000pOHM Halll TPUOYHAJT JABHO He YyB!

Ce OyJIO Ha ByJIMIIi, TIepes OYyIMHKOM KapHOTO CYIy B OJI-
HiM i3 OUIBIIMX MPOBiHLIIOHATLHUX MICT. BiacHe, Bubuia
nepiia, KapHa po3rnpaBa CKiHUMIACH, i 3 Cyly BUXOAUIN KY-
MaMU CBiIKM — CEJISIHU, XWUIU, IKiCh PEMICHUKH, MOJIIIiHI
CTpaXXHUKU. AnBokaTt n-p €BreHiii PaganoBuu Buiilios Ta-
KO, BUPBABIIKCS 3-IIOMLX CBOIX KJIIEHTIB — LIiJI01 KYITU CEJISIH,
110 OyJIM OCKapXKeHi 3a arpapHUil OYHT i Terep, AIKYIoUM io-
ro 0JMCKyuiit i BMiJliii 000OpOHi, HE TiIbKU YBiJIbHEHI TpUOY-
HaJIOM, ajie HaJTO MaJIi HaJilo B 1OPO3i LHIUBUILHOIO IIPOLIECY
BUTpaTU Te daTajibHe MacOBUCHKO, i3-3a KOTPOro 3HsLIACH
Oyna Oyya. Bonu 3 ci1i3pMu B ouax nasKyBanu n-py PadanoBu-
4y, Ta ceil 30yB X KOPOTKO: HaBYUB, 1110 MalOTh POOUTH Hai,
i BUMIIIOB i3 TEMHYBATOI'0 CyA0BOI0 KOPUIOPA, Jie, LIoNpaBaa,
OyJio XoJoAHilIe, HixX Y 3aJli po3IpaB, ajie MPOTe CToslIa Ky-
psiBa BiJ JaBHO HE METEHOI1 JOJiBKU, OyJ10 OpyAHO i TicHO. BiH
IMIIOB Ha BYJIMLIO, TIMOOKO BiJiTXHYB pO3irpiTum, aje xou
TPOXM CBIXIIIMM MOBITPSIM 1, HE 3YIMMHSIIOUMCS, MIIIOB Halle-
pen, Gaigyxe Kyau, 1100 TUILKM BUUTH 3-TIOCEpPEN TOI KyIH
JII0Jei, y KOTpiil — BiH 3HaB i 4yB ce — BCi 3BepTajid HA HbOTO
oui, Bci menTanu mpo Hboro. Ce XX HMHi OyB Horo nepiuui
aJBOKATChKU BUCTYT Y CbOMY MiCTi, KyIM BiH OTCE TiJIbKU 1110
nepeHiccs. Bim HMHIIIHBOI 00OPOHM MaJjio 3ajiexkaTu Horo
Jajplile TTOBOIXXEHHSI Ha HOBIM I'PYHTI, i BiH 4yB ce, 1110 HU-
HIITHIN BUCTYII yaaBcs oMy nyzke noope. Bin OyB myxe 3amo-
BOJICHUI1, ajie, IepKavyncs CTaporo mpaBuja «aequam servare
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mentem»', MaB BUI He TO GaMIy>KHO-CITOKIMHUWIA, HE TO 3aii-
HSITUI YMMCh i MIIIOB HE 03MPalOYMCh, HE CIIIAaYMCh i HE 3Bep-
TalOUM YBaru Hi Ha 1110 TTOCTOPOHHE.

OxJIMK, 110 3aJlyHaB i3 OPYroro Kpawo BYJIMLi, BUBiB ioro
3 Toi piBHOBaru. BiH o3upHyBcs i m06auuB, SIK MiBIIEpeK BYJIU-
11i, KJIaHSI0YMCh KaIeaoXoM i Becesio 0ajlakarouu, HabIKaBcs
JI0 HHOTO CePeTHBOTO POCTY IMiICTaAPKYBATHUI TTAHOK 3 KOPOTKO
OCTPUKEHUM PileHbKUM BOJIOCCSIM, PyIMMHU, CUBABUMM ByCa-
MU, OISITHEHU! Yy YOpHUU BUTepTUil cypayT. H-p Padamosma
MaB OMCTpe OKO i 100py MaM’siTh, ajie He MIr Ipurajgatv cooi,
1100 Ae-HeOyab i KoJIM-HeOyab 3HaB choro nmaHka. [1aHok, Bu-
HO, i cam JoragaBcs ChOro.

— o, He mi3HaIOTHL MEHE MaH MelleHac? — TOBOPUB BiH
pamicHoO i ayxXe rojIoCHO, HEMOB 0axaB, 11100 i IIPOXOXi YyJIn
yoro cioBa. — A, He TuBO, He AuBo! JlaBHi yacH, IK MU 6ayn-
auck. e it gk 6aunnauck! AHy, MPOINy MPUAUBUTUCS MEHI
J00pe, Mol mpuragaT codi, ra-ra-ral..

BiH cTosiB Ha TpoTyapi BCMiXHEHUIA, CIIOTIIMI, 3 Kamemko-
XOM, 3CYHEHUM Ha MOTWJIMIIIO, TPOCTITIIN IO MelieHaca o0i
PyKH, HEMOB TOTOB OyB Ha MepHINi JaHWI 3HAK KUHYTHUCS
oMy B 00iiMMU.

MeneHac MoBYaB JOOPY XBUITIO, 3aJTOKMBIIHN LIBiKEp Ha Hic,
MPUIUBISBCS IAHKOBI, BCMiXaBCsl, TOKAIILIIOBAB, a AaJli CKa3as:

— JlapyiiTe, maHe, He MOXY IIpUraaaTH.

— Banepian Cranbcbkuit! — 3 TpiyMpoM CKPUKHYB MaHOK
i 3HOB 3pOoOMB pyX pyKamu, MOBOU XOTiB KMHYTHCS B 00iliMu
n-pa PadanoBuua. Aje ceii yce 1iie CTOSIB HeIBUXKHO, 3 TIOBaX-
HUM JIMLIEM, Ha KOTPOMY BUIHO OyJI0 HAIIpy>KEHHS i Hagapem-
He IIyKaHHS B 3aKaMapKaX CTIOMUHIB.

— Cranbcbkuii... CTalbChbKMIA, — MOBTOPSIB BiH MeXaHiy-
Ho. — Jlapyiite, naHe!.. BynbTe nackaBi, JOMTOMOXiTh MOii

' 36epiratu piBHOBary oyxy (zam.).
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nam’siTi! [i1-60ry, cTUAHO MeHi, ane HisIK He MOXYy... — Ta Hapa3
BiH ymapuB cebe noJoHeo B yojio. — Ax! OTo 3 MeHe 3a0yabKo!
ITan Cranbcbkuit, Miii JOMallIHil iIHCTPYKTOp y TpPETild... Hi,
pardon, y apyriii riMHa3ianbHil Kisci!

— Tak, Tak, Tak! — nnputakyBaB CTanbChKUIi i pyKamu, i To-
JIOBOIO, i BCiM TijtoM. — BuaHo, maH MelieHac He 3a0yau. AsSK-
Ke, asgkXke, JOMallHii iHCTPYKTOp... HEMPaBWIbHI JaTUHCBKI
verba!, mam’saraete?

— I'a-ra-ra! INapTunummanbHi KOHCTPYKIIii, ablativus absolu-
tus!? Hy, 9K e BaM moBoanuThes, maHe CTaibChbKuin?

MeueHac y3sB nomaBaHi iloMy BiggaBHa o0i pyku Crajb-
CbKOTO i, CTUCHYBUIM iX Y CBOiX IMyXKUX JAOJOHSIX, BUITYCTHUB.
CranbCbKuid, ypagyBaHUl, 6ajlaKyyuid, illloB 00iK HbOTO.

— Hsxyio, nsgkyio! OT XKuto, abu XUTH.

— Maerte TyT sIKy Tiocany?

— ABxex, aBxex! S B cyni. ITaH MelieHac 11ie TyT He3Ha-
HoMi... SI TyT odimian mpu NOMIYHIM ypsiai, Maro i co0olo
perictpatypy. O, 51 clyXXy BxXe I’ SITHAILSTh JIiT!

— AJle X BU, 3Ia€TbCS, OYJIU B BiliCbKY?

— Tak. BnacHe Toni, sIK s1 maHa MelieHaca BYUMB, MEHE 3 111eC-
TOI KJ1acu Bifiopaau Ao Bikicbka. dypHuit yonosik O0yB. byno
[raHyBaTHucs, 3ictaté oditepoM... Hy, s Tam 3pa3y Tpoxa mrap-
naBcs... 3HaeTe, y BiliCbKy MycUTb OyTH cybopauHallis. Tak
s 1 cTaB Ha penbdedmto. A BUCTYKUBILIU AECSITh JIT, S IIIOB
i JicTaB Miclie KaHLIeJIicTa IpU CyAdi. 3a IT’SITh JIIT YOJIOBiK aBaH-
CyBaB, — OCb BaM i BCSI MOSI Kap’epa.

Bonu it 1oBroxo nmpocToo BYJIMIIEIO, 1110 Bejla Ha IBOPELb
3aTi3HMLI. JIMTTHEBE COHIIE CTOSUIO Malike HaJl TOJIoOBaMU i MeK-
JIO HEMMWJIOCEPIHO, a JOBKOJIa BYJIULIi OyJIM caMi MypH i CTiHU,
Hife aHi cagka, aHi gepeBa. lyxora. MelieHac i3HSB Kallelqiox

' Hiecnosa (zam.).

2 OpynHuii He3alnexHuii (1am.).
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i, MOB BaxJIsIpeM, XOJIOAMB HUM CITiTHiJIE JIM1Ie, OOTePIHU IIepe
TUM KPArUIMCTUM ITiT i3 4oJia XyCTUHOIO.

— AJIe X TO TTpaXKuTh! — IMPOMOBMUB BiH.

— Ilan meueHac, NeBHO, Ha IBOpelb iIyTh? — 3aIluTaB
CTanbChbKUIA.

— Hi.

— A 4oro naH MeleHac inyTh cero Byauliero? MaeTe TyT aijao
1o Koro?

— Boponn boxe! f, BmactTuBo, XOTiB iTH Ha 00i.

— Ha 06in? TyT naH melieHac y Korocb 00inatotb?

— Hi. Xouy noirykaTu sIkoichk pecTaBpallii. Byopa i mozas4opa,
MOoKM Oysa po3MpaBna, s HE MaB 4yacy IIyKaTH i 00igaB y TOTeNi.

— Tak, To maH MelieHac 10 TOTeJIIo 3aixanu?

— Tak. «Ilig yopHoro opia». 3HaeTe, S TYT 4yXuil. Mato
KiJIBKOX 3HAaMOMUX YPSITHUKIB i MpodecopiB riMHa3iaIbHUX, aJle
BCi BOHU Ha ypJibOTMax, Ha BaKallisix, mopos’iznuiucs. To s 3a-
iXaB 10 TOTEJIIO i TaM CUIXKY, IIOKM 3HAlIy cOOi IIOMEIIKaHHSI.
AJe ina TaM He CMaKy€ MeHi.

— Hy, nesHo! Ilpouny, s maHy MelLIeHACOBi MOKaxy ayxe
no6py pectaBpallito. [Tpoiy ot croau!

I Cranbcbkuii 3irHyB y O0KOBY BYJIMUKY i Ii110B 00ik Paga-
JIOBUYa, He TIepeCcTalou TOBOPUTH.

— Ax, Tak! To man meueHac y roreni! Ille He MaeTe momer-
kaHHs! Hy, B TakiM pasi, HaJiloCch, HE BiIKMHETE MOEI ITOCIIY-
ru. ITo3BosuTe, 11100 51 TOMOMIr BAM BUHANWTU MOMEIIKAHHSI.
A X TYT ycroau 3Haitomuii!

— Agne i oM, naHe Cranbchbkuii! Jlyxke BaM Oyany Basiu-
Huit. Tum Ginblie, 1110 Yy MeHe I MUCAaHWHMU 1€ Kyrla, HeMa
KOJIM 6iraTv Mo MicTi, 1IyKar4Yu XaTu.

— O, a1 BaMm ce 3pobio xkuBo! bynere BnoBoneHi. A ne X
Bawa paminisi? Takox y rorei?

— Maminia? Y meHe XomHOI hamistii HeMa. S caM-caMiCiHBKUIA.

— Ax 1o? I1aH MelleHaC HeXXOHATi?
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— Hi, nane.

— A, tak! Ha kaBanepcsbkiii cromi! Hy, Tak, To mo inme! Tak
K€ MeHi 11 ToBOpiTh! Ajie 0chb MU BxXe i mpuiinuin. Yu BouTe
00i1aTy B CIJILHIN CTONOBII, UM, MOXE, OKpeMO?

— Ta meHi 6aitnyxe, — MoBUB agBokaT. — OT Xiba IKOu BU
OyJI1 Taki 1o0pi 00igaTh 30 MHOIO, TO MOXKHA 0 3aMOBUTH OKpe-
MU TIOKOIK.

— A Takuii pan, 110 3110aB MaHa MelieHaca. ..

— Hy, sk Tak, To 1oope, 00imaemMo pa3zoM! 3aMOBIISITE IO~
KOIK! — MOBMB MelieHac, i 00a BBIMIIUIM A0 pecTaBpallii.

I1

IToku CranbcbKkuii 6iraB Ta 6anakas 3 KeJIbHEPOM, MOTIM i3 cTap-
M KeJIbHEePOM, Jajli 3 caMuM 1rehoM pecraBpailil, 1-p Pagaio-
BHUY CTOSIB Ha BY3€HbKIill BepaHIi epe.l pecTaBpalli€lo, BilaieHii
BiJl BYJIMIIi 3aJTi3HUMH IITaX€TaMU i 0OCTaBIICHI BETMKUMU OJIC-
aHIpaMu B JiepeB’sIHUX 1luaruinkax. Ha BepaHai cTosu1o KiJibka
JIepeB’STHUX CTOJIMKIB, KPYIJIMX i OOTITHEHMX 1LIepaTolo, TaK 110
3najeKa MOLJIM BUIJISIAATH SIK MapMypoBi. BepaHna Buxomuia Ha
MiBIEHB i TIEKJIacs Ha COHILi, TO IIPY CTOJIMKaxX He OYyJ10 HiKoro,
Ta i3 HyTpa pecTaBpallii He UyTy 0yJI0 TAKOTro IIIyMYy, SKWI CBiTYUB
0u Mpo BeUKY Kymy rocteii. MicTo XXuio 1ie IepeBaXkHO IaTpi-
apxaJbHUM XUTTSIM; HallOUIbIIa YacTh JTIOAEH i3 THX, 1110 MOIJIA
MO3BOJIUTU CO0i Ha TTOPSIHUIM 001, CTOJTyBaIMCS IOMa, B CiM SIX.
o Toro x ce 0y/10 J1iTo, mopa BaKalliii; 3aMOXKHIlIlli, 1110 OyBaJIX TYT
3BUYAHUMU TiCTbMU, MOBUOUPAIUCS HA CeJIo, Ha KyIiesi abo
11 TaK y TOpH, i B pecTaBpallii 0yJ10 TOCUTb ITyCTO.

Ta n-py Padanosuuy 6aitmyxe 0yno 1o choro. IToxomkaoun
T10 BepaHi, MOKM TaM JUISl HbOI'o TOTOBWJIM OKPEeMUIA MOKil i 1mo-
K11 CTaTbCHKUI TPETilt pa3 po3MoBiIaB, IKOTO-TO HE3BUMYATHOTO
TOCT Ma€ pecTaBpallisl i Sk OJU3bKO BiH 3 HUM 3HAWOMUIA,
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MellgHaC CWJIKYBaBCsl BiICBIXKMTHU B CBOIl IaM’sITi 00pa3 cbOro
cBoiforo KojuinHboro Buutens. I[lpaBma, iioro He3BUYaliHa
IMaM’ITh JOTIOMOTJIA IOMY TIO KiJTbKOX XBMJIMHAX HAIIPY>KEHOTO
LIIYKAHHS BiTHANTH MOr0 HA3By, po3Mi3HaTH (izioHoMito CTajb-
CbKOT0, X04a Bill yacy, SsK BOHU BUAAIMCS, MUHYJIO 3BUILI ABAI-
IATh i g7k JiT. Ane PadanoBuy 4yB, 110 32 TUM IIePIIMM 00-
pa3oM y HOro TAMIIi TATHETHCS IIe II0Ch, SIKeCh HEsICHE, ajie
Ooroue, HEMIPUEMHE YYTTS, i TUIBKM HEHAacTaHHE OallaKaHHS
CTaIbCbKOTO HE Ja€ TUM CIIOMHWHAM BUIUTMCTH HaBEpX i MiATH
JI0 MOBHOI cBifomocTi. Ta Tenep, Koau CTalbCbKUIA BianaJuBCs
Ha xBWII0, PadaoBuy Hanpy:XuB I1ie pa3 CBOIO MaM’ITh — i 1aB-
Hi CITOMWHH 3BiUJIbHA ITOYAJIX BUPUHATH B IyIIIi.

Ax, Tak! Cranbcbkuii OyB moraHuM iHCTpyKTopoMm. Padaio-
BUY, MaJIMiA, CJJTAa0OBUTUI XJIOMYKMHA, TyXKe OO0sIBCsI oro, Byca-
TOro i 30BciM gopocioro napyoka. I MaB mpuunHy GosiTUCS.
3Ha4M, 1110 XJIOMYMHA CUPOTa i Ma€ TUTLKH OITIKYyHa, CIJTbChKO-
ro cBslIeHnKa, CTaIbChKUI TIepXKaB XJIOMYMKa OCTPO, HE CTib-
KU BUMB, CKiJIbKM OB, LITYpKaB i BCIKUMU CIIOCOOAMU KapaB
oro. O6secHU CympOTUB HOro OIiKyHa, BiH OyB OpyTaabHU
CYNPOTU HBOTO, HiKOJIM HE 3arOBOPUB LIMPO, a Bce a00 3 THIBOM,
abo 3 knuHamu. PadanoBuy 1ie it Tenep ax cTperneHyBcs, MOB
BiJI HArJI0TO MOIYBY XOJIOJHOTO BITPY, KOJIM IIpUTanaB coOi TOM
HACTpill BIYHOTO CTpaxy, CyMy i OTYITiHHS, B SIKiM Haxoauiacs
Oro IUTsYa aylia ijoro MmiBTopa poky, oku CranbchbKuil OyB
fioro iHCTpyKTOpOM. MloMy XMBO cTazia B Tam’sITi Ta I1Ka 6e3-
TSIMHA PaliCcTh, 3 SIKOIO BiH IIOBITaB BiZOMICTh IIPO T€, 110 MOTO
IHCTpYKTOpa BiiOpain A0 BiliChKa i 1110 BiH yKe He Oy ITiJ HUM.

I e onHo mpurananocs a-py Padanosudy, omHa apibHuLs,
1110 He MaJia 3B’S13KY 3 MOTro 1IKiJIbHOIO HAYKO10, ajie XapaKTepu-
gyBajia CTallbCHKOrO, HaliCUJIbHillle BOWIAcSd B MOTO JUTSIYY
rnaMm’sITh i IOBTi JliTa MyJIMIa A0ro, My4duJia i 6oJj1ijia, MOB TEpHU-
Ha, BOMTa B XXuBe M’sico. Pakr O0yB Takuii. CTaTbCHKIIA KB Ha
OnHi# kBaTHpi 3 ManuM PacdanopuueM. OmiKyH TPpUBO3UB MaJIO-
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MY Xapui 3 ceJia i OJHOro pasy mepel CBSITaMU IPUBI3 10OpuUii
mmMaT KkoBbacu Takox st Ctanbebkoro. Ceil moaiauB cobi Ty
KOBOAacCy Ha piBHi MOPIIii TaK, 100 BUCTAaYMIIa IOMY Ha JIBa TK-
Hi, a 0osuMCs, 100U XTO HE BKpaB MOMY ChOIo JoOpa, — Ha
KBaTHUPI >KWJIO 1€ KiJTbKa IIKOJISIPiB, — CXOBAaB 1i 1€Ch Y CKPUTOK,
3BiCHUI TiJIbKU ioMy caMoMy. Myapo BUMipKyBaB BiH TOM CKpU-
TOK: >KOJIEH IIKOJISIp He MiT 3HaiiTu oro. Kinbka neHb yce 6yio
nobpe, Ta ogHoro pasy CrajabChbKUii BJIETIB 10 KOMHATU BECh
YEPBOHUIA, JIIOTUI i HAKMHYBCSI Ha NIEPILIOTO-JIITIIOTO KOS,
1110 TI0TIaB MoMY i pyKYy:

— Jle Mog xoBOaca?

— A xiba g cTOpOX BiJl TBOEI KOBOAcH? — BiIITOBIB ceil HaIliB
30 CTpaxoM, a HaIliB 30 CMiXOM.

— Twu mycuin 3Hatu! A Bo, cmienicst! — kpuuaB CTaabChbKUIA,
rornagapuu 1opas y oiiblry JoTicTk. Ha macta, mkomsp, 10
SIKOTO BiH IPUYENUBCS, OYB i3 OAHOI KJIaCU 3 HUM i XOU MOJIOI -
L1, Ta IpoTe CWJIbHUM i BimBaxHuit. Ha MeHIlIoro 0yB 6u
CranbChKuii 3apa3 KMHYBCS 3 KyJaKaMM, Ha HbOTO HE CMiB.

— Cwirocs, 60 MEeHi CMilllHO, — Bi/IMOBiB CE.

— Yoro cMilHo?

— Toro, 1110 XxOBa€eICs 3 TOIO CMEPASYOIO0 KOBOACOI0, MOBOU
MM BCi TYT TUTBKO ¥ YMTAJIM Ha Hei, a TIpOTe TaKW HACKOUMB Ha
SIKOTOCb 3JI0isl.

— IleBHO, KiT 3aHI0XaB! — NOKUHYB, MOB 3HEXOTSI, iHILIMIA
LIKOJISIP, 10 CUIIB MPU CTOJIi i poOUB 3aaauy.

CralbChKMI CTaB panToM, MOB 00auTHil Bogow. Cropasmi!
Bin i He momymas 1ipo ce! He 1o, tinbku Kit! bo xonu 6u io-
JWHa, To Oyja OM B3sula BCIO KOBOAcCy; a TO IOCh PO3ipBajio
0i0yny, siKoio BoHa Oyyia OOBMHEHA, i BUTSIJIO TUILKM OIWH
KyCHUK. BiH mocTaHOBMB cO0i JONIUIBHYBATH, 3JTOBUTH 3JI0is.
ITiBoHs1 XOnUB BiH Y INIMOOKilt 3aAyMi, BAMIPKOBYIOUH, SIK OU Ce
3poouTr. BpemTi BumymaB XuTpe CUIbIie, HACTaBUB MOTO B CBOI
KpHIiBLi i Mi3HO BHOYI JiT cnaTu. Jlech KOJ10 MiBHOUI BCiX y XaTi
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30yIMB CTpAIlIEHHUI M’ SIBKIiT Ha cTpuXy. CTalbChKU 3iCKOYUB
3i CBOEI MTOCTEII, HEMOB i JJOCi He CHaB i TUIBKM M XIaB ChOTO.

— Ara, mato 3nogis! Mato 3107is1! — 1IernTaB BiH, 3aTUpalo-
YU PYKH.

3acBiTUB CBIUKY i BCTPOMUB ii y JIiXTApHIO, a TOTIiM, Y3SIBLLIN
MIiIIIOK, TTOAABCsI Ha CTpUX. 3a XBWJIIO BEPHYB 3 3aKpOBaBIeHUMU
pykamu. KiT, BUsiHO po3ymitouu, 1110 HOMY IpO3UThb, XOU Y CHJTb-
i, 0opoHuBc 3aB39T0. Aje CTanbChbKMIA MaB 1Or0 B MillIKY,
MOTpsICaB HUM, OMB JO OJBIPKiB, KOIaB HOTraMH, a TOTIM,
3aB’s13aBIIM 100pe, 3aMKHYB IO CBOEI CKPUMHBKU i JISIT CIIATU.

Te, 1110 OyJ10 OTIM, YOTUPH YU I1’SITh IeHb, PachanoBuy 3ranye,
SIK SIKMIACh CTPALTHUI 0OpnITBUiA COH. CTaJIbChbKMIA My4MB KOTa
HaMpi3HILIMMM CITOcOOaMM: OMB HI0TO B MIIIIKY HAOCJIIIT, BillIaB 3a
MO, IPUILIEMMBILN XBiCT pO3KOJIEHUM 3 OJHOI'O KiHLIS ITOJIiIHOM,
BUPUBAB Ma3ypu, BUIiKaB 0Yi, KOJIOB IIIWJIOM, HalTMXaB Y HiC TOB-
YEHOTO MepLo i ckiia. M BKiT, XaaiOHUIA MMCK HelllaCHOTO KOTa
yyTH Oys10 30a5neka, xoua CTaabChbKuii poOMB CBOI KaTiBChKi OITe-
pallii B caliBHULBKIii Oy/lli, 1110 CTOsIa Cepell ITMPOKOro cay,
JajeKo Bia ioachbkux xaT. PadanoBuy 1iie pa3 3ApUrHyBCs, Mpu-
ragaBIIM co0i, SIK BiH yCi Ti HOYi, 4YylOuM AaJeKO TOM M’SIBKIT,
HEe MIr 3aCHYTH i SIK OJHOrO Be4yopa 30 CJIb03aMU LIiTyBaB PyKU
CTaJIbChKOTO, MPOCSTYH, 111001 1apyBaB XKUTTS KOTOBI. AJie oro
npocbda Oyna gapeMHa. I1o I’ aThoX JHSIX KiT TaKU 310X, 3TAETHCS,
oro JOKOHaB CUJIBHUIA MOp03. Aste ManioMy ['eHeBi 11ie moBruii
Yyac II0OHOYi IMpUYyYBaIOCs KajlioHe M’ SIBKAHHS 1 KOTSIUMIA TTHCK,
MOB ILJ1a4 MaJIOl TUTUHM, BiH KMUAABCS KPi3b COH, KpUYaB i I1akasB,
a paHO BCTaBaB 3My4Y€HUI, 3 00JIEM T'OJIOBU i 3aKUCIMMU OYMMa.

Bce ce 3ragaB tenep a-p PadanoBuu, xonsiud mo BepaHi.
KonumHiit crpax nepen cuM 40JIOBIKOM 3MiHMBCSI HA OOpHU-
JKeHHS i TTIMOOKY aHTUIIATIIO.

«Yoro ce BiH npu3Ha€eThcs 10 MeHe? — nymaB PadanoBuy. —
Yoro TilIUTHCS 1 3acKaKye, MOBOM MU OyJu OOT 3HA SIKUMU
MIPUATETIMU?»
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Ha ci nuranHs BiH He 3HaxoAuB Bianosiai. BiH He OyB 3a-
000OHHUII i HE BipUB y CTpidi, ajie Horo AyMKa 3i cTapoi Tpaau-
LiAHOT MPUBUYKY 3J710XWJa 111e 0aHO nMuTaHHs: «IIlo BoHO 3Ha-
YUTh, 1110 HA BCTYIIi B HOBE XUTTS MEHi nepebdirae 1opory orcst
CKOTHMHa B JIIOJCHKi Mogo6i?..»

I11

— Ilepenpolinaio maHa MelieHaca, IO TPOIIKa 3a0apuBCs, —
ckpukHyB CTanbChKUi1, BUOiraloun Ha BepaHay. — AJie IIpoly,
npomy! ITan mMeneHac, meBHO, BXKe JIeCh TOJIOIHI. AIlKe X TO
IIBUIKO npyra roguHa oyne! Hy, nsKyro, Bif CHiZaHHS 10 TEIep
OyTu Hate!..

— O Hi, g mig yac may3u XoauB Ha MEPeKyCKy, — CIOKiiTHO
npoMoBuB PadamoBuy, inyum 00ik CTalbChbKOTO TiCHUMU
1 OpyaIHUMU cXoAdaMU Ha IIepIINiA IOBEPX.

Tyt Gyno KacuHO, Tenep 30BCiM MOPOXKHE, 3I0XKEHE 3 TPHOX
MOKOIB i 3aJ11 ISl TaHLIIB. Y OUIbSIPAHIM CTOSIB y2Ke 3aCTaBJIeHU I
Ha JBi 0COOU CTOJIMK, a TIPU HiM KEeJIbHEP 3 PEECTPOM CTpaB
1 CepBETOIO ITiJI TaXO0l0.

— Ilpomry, UM MOXY CIY:KMTH TTaHy MELIEeHAacOBi? — TIpo-
MOBUB BiH, KiaHswouucs Padanosuyy.

Celi 3aMoBUB 00i1 Ha ABi ocobu. [lepen 06igoM BUITKIIU IO
yaplli CTapKU «Ha BiTHOBJIEHHS CTapoi 3HAHOMOCTi», SIK MOBUB
Cranbcbkuii. Paganosuu ciipaBai OyB rojiofieH, a BiTHOBJIEHI
repe XBUISIo CIIOMUHU He DyXKe 3a0X04yBaJId MOro 0 pO3MOBU
3 maHoM odiuianom. 3ate CralbChbKuUid, i M’10UM, i insguyu, 6aja-
KaB, MOB paj OyB, 1110 3HAKIIIOB KOTOCh OXOYOTO CJIyXaTh HOro.

— T'o-ro! 4 To 3HaB, 110 3 naHa €BreHisa Padanosuya OyayTh
moau. e sx ce 6yB Manuii ['eHLIbo, TO BXe OyJI0 BUAHO, 110 TO
rojioBa HeaOusika. S1 To HiOM cTporuii OyB, CBOIO ITOBAry IToKasy-
BaB, ajie s Tak JobuB Masoro ['eHiid, gk cBoto nutuHy! ITporry
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