IIpoJor

orja I1o BecHe B Jiecax OObsIBJSIETCSI MeIBEAb-11aTyH, — ca-

MO c000i1, paiocTy MaJio. A 3TOT ellle 1 IoKa3ail ce0s cpasy:

OT CTapOro OXOTHUKA, OOXOAUBIIETO KarKaHbl, HAIIUTU OTHU
HOTU B OHYYax, Aa U oT 620, cCOOMpPaBILIUX LIeJICOHbIE KOPEHbSI, O/~
HM OIIIMETKM KPOBaBbIe Ha CYUbsIX OCTAIUCH. Torna npeBistHCcKue !
MYXKUYKU U3 ceuia Matepu-CocHbl 00paTUIMCh K BOJIXBaM, TTO-
MPOCWJIM UX IPUCIIATh CBOETO KyIECHUKA, KOTOPbIA MOT TOBOPUTD
C AyXOM LlIaTyHa. BoJIXBbl NPUCIAIM TAKOTO: OH OBOPOXUJ Y CBSI-
IIEHHOM COCHBI — MOKPOBUTELHUIILI POJIa, Y OTIIPABUIICS B YalILy
Ha MenBens. bosbliie ero HUKTO HUKOTIA He BUAE. A IIaTyH Kak
TBOPWJI 3J10, TaK U MPOAOJIKAT TBOPUTh ero. BoT Torma Bce moHsi-
JIL — He OOBIYHBII 3TO 3BEPb, a IYX YIIbIPsI> HECITOKOMHOIO, KOTO-
PbIii M TTOAHST paHble CPOKa KOCOJIAIIOro X03siMHa Jieca.

IMocynunu censiHe, TOPSIAWIN U PEILWIN CaMU 3aBaJTUTh 3BEps.
Cobpany 13 HeCKOJIbKUX CEJTUIL ObIBATBIX OXOTHUKOB M CTaJIN
TOTOBUThCA. PacckasbIBaiu, UTO 3TOT 3Bepb BelET ce0s1 CTPaHHO:
pbIKa ero HUKTO HE CbIIIAI, TOJIBKO CJIeAbl BUAEIU Ha CHery. [a
U CJIEbI-TO HEMPUBBIYHO OrpoMHbIe. Hano O6b110 MaTH Ha KOCO-
JIaroro yreIpsi 061aBoii. CTpalllHO-TO CTpaIllHO, a BCE PaBHO OT
9TaKOl HaMacTU TOJIbKO CAaMMM U30aBUTHLCSI MOXKHO.

B yTpo, korma Myxuku coopaiauch Ha obyaBy, 6abbl IPOBO-
KaJIi UX TI1ayeM, KaK Ha BEpHYI0 CMepTh. My>KUKH LIBIKAJIN Ha
HUX, cepauanch. Korma rmpuien BoJixB 6J1arocjoBIsiTh Ha MPo-
MbICEJI, COCHOBMYH CJYLIAJIM €TI0 3arOBOPbI, MPUHUMAIU 00e-
peru. BoJjixB coBepilI MOJI0XKEHHbBIN 00Opsia: 00pbI3raj KPOBbIO
YEpPHOTO MeTyxa MOJHOXUE CBSIIEHHOW COCHBI, TOTOM UTO-TO

JpeBisiHe — claBssHCKOe TuieMsl, XKuBIee B yiecax mexny JAnernpowm u [pu-
MSIThHIO.

Y1bIps — MepTBell (YMEPIIUii HEXOPOIIIEl CMEPTHIO), BRIXOISIINI HOYbIO
M3 MOTUJIBI U COCYILIMI KPOBb JIIOAECH.
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CTPAIIHO BbLI Y LIIECTA CO CTAPbIM MEIBEXKbUM YeperoM. MyxKu-
KU TIepe]l yXOIOM TIIATEIbHO TIPOBEPWIN CHApSIKEHUE, TIOMO-
Juich Pomy! M TpOHYNINCh B 3aCHEXXEHHBIN IIPUTUXIIUI JIeC.

HuxTo 1 He 3aMeTuJ1, Koraa K OXoTHUMKaM npucrtaia Mandyt-
ka. CTphlii? ee, MECTHBIII OXOTHUK bejiena, To1bKo pykoit Max-
HYyJ, YBUIEB B LN 3arOHIIIMKOB MaJleHbKYIO (pUTypKy Opaty-
yano3. Eciu He 3HaTh, TO U HE MOMMEIlb, YTO 3TO JACBUOHKA:
MOJTYIIyOOK, KaK y mapeHbKa, JILIKOM TTOABsI3aH, OOJIbIIas yIla-
cTasl 111arka HaJBMHYTa 10 OpPOBENA.

— Bor noroau, ycTpouT HaM MaMKa, KOraa BO3BpaTUMCS, —
TOJIBKO U1 cKa3an besena MajaeHbKOM poguyke. A 4TO OH €11Ie MOT?
My>XUKM yXe qaneko yIATUINCh OT CETUIL, CTyJaIk KOJIOTYIIKA-
MU, OUIM MO AepeBbsIM, 3aBbiBaivd. KTo Tenepb 1mo3aboTUTCs
0 IEBYOHKE, KTO PUCKHET BEPHYTHCS B CEJICHUE, KOTa, M0 BCEM
OXOTHUYBUM MPUMETaM, OHU YK€ BBIIILINA Ha CJe]l 3Bepsi?

Tonbko crapeiiirHa 'poMonap HemOBOJIBHO CKPUBUJICS, Y3HAB
o Mandgyrtke.

— JloGpa HaM OT 3TOro He OyaeT. A BEepHEMCSI, s caM BBITIOPIO
OCJIYLIHUILLY.

Elie HUKTO He 3HaJT, yeM obepHeTcs 3Ta ooasa, a Mandyrka
yXe uyBcTBOBaja. bosi3HO eif ObL10, KaK HUKOTIIa B )KM3HU. Yy-
s71a, YTO PSIIOM 3Bepb — CTPAIIHBIN, JTIOTHIN, TOJOAHBIN. U X0Ts
ObIBajible OXOTHUKHU, OOAPSICh, MOTOBAPUBAJIM, YTO HE BIIEPBOI
UM 1IaTyHa OpaTh, BCE OJIHO UTO-TO HeJIaJHO ObLIO B jiecy. CHer
MO/l HOTOM MPOBAINUBAJICS, OT TOJIBIX JEPEBbEB B CEPOM TyMaH-
HOM CyMpaKke BesJI0 CMEPThIO, Jaxe CUHULIbI HE TEPEKIUKATUCH,
BOPOHBI HEIOOPbIE, 1 T€ 3aMOJIKJIU. A TIe-TO PSIAOM ObLIO 0HO —
He TO 3Bepb, HE TO 00OPOTEHb KPOBABBIIA.

3aroHIMKU YK€ MUHOBAJIM CTapblii OJIbIIAHUK, INIe KOHYa-
JIUCh BJAACHMST UX pofaa. 31eCh CleAbl KOCOIAoro OblIM 0Co-
O6eHHO OTYeTIMBBIMU. OOHAPYKUJIN €TO CBEXKUIA TTOMET, IIEPCTh
Ha KycTaX. OIbITHbIE OXOTHUKU Cpa3y ONpeaeTnan — OrPOMHBIN

Pox — 60KeCcTBO-IIPapOIUTEIIh y APEBHUX ClIaBSIH. [TOKpOBUTEID JIIOIEH,
CEMbU U POJOHAYAIBHUK KU3HU.

2 Crpblil — OIbKA 10 MaTEPU.

*  Bpaty4yano — IUIleMSHHUIIA.
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3BepUlIlEe, MAaTepblil. B34Th Takoro — OoJblas yaaya v 4ecCThb.
Ecnn 510, KOHEYHO, U B caMOM JieJie 3Bepb... A UTO 0A0BI 1 BOJIX-
BbI OouTalorT... Ceituac 00 3ToM He aymanock. [nu noaykpyrom,
LIYMEH, YK€ Bpoae Obl TOKHBI ObLIM 3arHaTh MeIBeas K TO-
TsIM, a OH BIAPYT MpoTaJ.

— 3ps BoJIXBa C OO0t HE B3SUIM, — BAPYT CYpOBO MOJIBMJIA
MandyTtka, AepHYB 3a Kyluak beneny. — 3Bepb Halll ayX 4yyeT
1 3aMBICJTUIT CBOE.

benena cabut ObIBaIbIM OXOTHUKOM, U ceiiuac UM Biaaes mpu-
BbIUHBII a3apT 00saBbl. He 10 COBETOB COIIMBLIX ObLIO.

— Ipi, mansgBka!l

W 3a6uJ1 o HaTSIHYTO# HA 0001 KOXe, 3aKpruuaJjl 3bI9H0. Maj-
¢yTKa, IpoBaJUBasICh B TSKEbIA CHET, Mpo0rpaach ClIeI0M 3a
benenoii.

Jlanekuii KpuK OHM yCIbIIIAIN OMHOBPEMEHHO. 3aMepJIu, IbIIa
MapoM.

— Yto?.. Yto 3TO OBLTO?

3a nepeBbsIMHU 3aCTHIIN U OCTaJIbHbIE 3aTOHIITUKMN.

— A uto? He nomepermnocs xe?

He nomepermnocs. Teneps Bee ciblaid UCTOLIHBINA, TIepe-
XOOSIIUMA B BU3T KPUK.

CrapeiimuHa 'poMoaap ornpeneans mepBbIM:

— IMTapgomiua 310 KpUIUT. A HY, K HEMY!

Kak Mor Takoii ynanoi n onbITHbIN 0XOTHUK, Kak ITappom-
1118, OTCTaTh OT LIeTIU, ObLIO HesiCHO. Benb BesieHO Xe ObLIo nep-
>KaTbCsl APYT NPYKKU, HE OTCTaBaTh.

OHU HaIlLIY €ro YK€ MePTBbIM. 3A0POBEHHBIN MYXKUK ILJIaBaI
B KPOBAaBOM MECHBE M3 CHera u cCOOCTBEHHOI KpoBu. JIn1o He-
TpOHYTOE, a Tejo... MaidyTka Opocunack B KycThl. PBajo ee
TsKen0. XOTsl TOBOAMJIOCH YXKe MOTPOILIEHHbBIX 3BEPEM BUIbI-
BaTh, HO TaKoe...

Eii He nanu omoOMHUTBCS, Kyaa-To MoBoJoKIM. OHa cibliiaa,
YTO KPMK TeMepb JIETEN C TOM CTOPOHBI, OTKYAA OHU TOJbKO YTO
npuuin. Y Kpuk 3ToT... MandyTKka KUHYJ1ach, OiepexKast OCTalb-
HbIX. benena, nsinbKa pooHEHbKUIA, CTPBIM JIIOOBINA, KaK ke 3TO...

OH BuceN Ha BeTKax Ayda C MOo3eJeHEBIIMM MePEKOIIEHHBIM
oM. CTorbl HOTM Y OXOTHHMKA He ObLIO, BHU3Y BCe ObLIO 3a-
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JiamaHo KpoBblo. Ho Bce ke OoH craccsi, 3aBUCHYB Ha JIepeBe.
A BOKPYT CHET ObLI BCIIOPOT, 3arax 3Beps ellie He COIIIeI.

— benena!

Myxuku 6pocunuch K HeMy. OXOTHUK OLJISIHYJICSI, HE pa3-
MBIKasl CLETUIEHHBIX Ha CYYbsIX PYK.

— Hagan! Cnacaiitecs! 3nech oH, psimom!

OXOTHUKOB ObLI0 O0Jiee nroxKuHbI. Yero ke 6os1Thesi? Ho uc-
myraauchk. CTONATMINCH B LIEHTPE HEOOBIION JTOXKOMHBI, CITMHA
K CIIMHE, BBICTABUB POraTUHBI U cyaulbl!. Ho Bce ObLIO THXO,
II03TOMY, IOCTOSIB HEMHOTO, JIIOIU PacCIaOMINCh.

— beneny caHumure, — Bejies1 I'pomogap. CrailuB JIOXMaTYIO
1IaMKYy, BBITEp BCIIOTEBIIIEE JILICEIOIIEE TeMSI.

MandyTtka okazanach IepBoil y AepeBa, Ha KOTOPOM BHCE]
IsIbKa, 3ariakajia BAPYT, 1axke He TTO-IeBYOHOYbH, a HEITO3BO-
JINTENILHO T110-0a0bu. Ee OTTOIKHYJIN OXOTHUKU, TOTSHYBILIUECS
K u3yBeueHHOMY benene.

— Jla pyku otuemnu, pyku! Bee yxe, Mol 3T10... [lomoii Tebst
TTOTALLINM.

Ho Benenma Bapyr, maxe He 3aKpuyaB, a 3aCKYJIUB U IUKO
OKPYIJIMB IJ1a3a, CTajl TIHYThCsI HaBepX. M TyT XKe psmoM IosiBh-
JIOCh 2Mo0.

Bpone oObIuHbBIN MeaBeIb: IpOMaaHasl pblKasl 3Bepiora, 1epcTh
TOPYKOM, KJIBIKACTast 37I0BOHHAsI TIaCTh, ajiasi OT KpoBU. CXBaTUB
TIepBOTO TOTABIIIETOCS] OXOTHHKA, OH Havyal KUIaTh U Ioaopa-
CBIBaTh €r0, TOUHO KYKJTy. My>KUKH CIiepBa KUHYJIUCH KTO Ky/a.
Ho 6bICTpO OOMHMIIMCH, OISATh COLLIMCHh KYyYKOil, BHICTABUB
OopyXue.

— Teit! I'eit, reii! — moiwiu Ha 3Bepsl.

Tot 6Gpocwi OOBIYY, OIJISIHYJICS. Mopaa jJoxmaTasi, CTpalll-
Hasi, MaJICHbKIE TJ1a3K1, BUISIINE, Ka3aaoch, Bce. M Bopyr men-
BeJIb 3allIesICs KYTKIM, KOPOTKUM C TIepephIBAMU PHIKOM. 3BEPh
CJIOBHO XOXOTaJl HaJl OXOTHUKAMU.

Ho myxuku He orcTynuian. CTOSIM IUIOTHO, C TIEPEKOIIeH-
HBIMU JMaMu. ['ostoc y Beex cpasy mpomnait. 3aroHIIMKY JIUIIb
CYIOPOXKHO ThIKAJIM OCTPUSIMU B CTOPOHY 3BEPSI.

' Cynuua — He6OJIbIlIoe KOIbe, IPOTHUK.
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IlaTyH omsiTh 3apeBer, Kak 3acMmestics. M He BcTa Ha 3aiHUE
JIambl, KaK OOBIYHO BCTAeT MOAHSTHIN U3 OEPJIOTH MOTPEBOXKEH -
HBII KOCOJIAIIbIiA, a TOIIe]I IT0 KPYTy, 00XOIsT OXOTHUKOB. 310-
PpOBBIii 061! My XUKU-IPEBIISTHE YK 9€TO B CBOMX JIeCaX TOJIBKO
HE HACMOTPEJINCh, a TAKOTO HE BUILIBAJIU.

— O06opoTeHb 3T0! — BAPYT 3aBOIMUJ OIUH U3 HUX U, OyATO
OITOJIOYMEB, OPOCHIT POTaTUHY Y KUHYJICS TIPOYb.

— Kyngpl! Croii!

3Bepb TOYHO 3TOT0 U Kaajl. Bpocok — 1 MenBenpb yxKe MOaMSLI
oz ce0s He3aaawIMBOro COCHOBMYA. TyT OBl OXOTHMKaM U Ha-
CKOUHWTH Ha 3Bepsl, BCAIUTh TOTIOPHI X POraTUHBI B JIOXMATHIH 3a-
TPUBOK. A OHU TOJILKO CMOTPEJIH, CJIOBHO 3TO ObLIO HaBaXKIeHUE.

Mensenn pacnipaBuics ¢ 4oObIYeit ObIcTpo. PBaTh He cTaj, HO
3apeBet 3710, TopxkecTBylolle. Hu oquH 3Bepb Tak cedsl HE BEll...

OTBJIEKJIO €T0 KaKOe-TO IieBesieHne B Kyctax. OH BMUT ob0ep-
HYJICSI, TaXKe He TJISTHYB Ha OCTOJIOCHEBIIMX 3arOHIIMKOB. Terneph
MeBes PUBJIEKIIa IIOMHSIBIIAsICS U3 KYCTOB MaJIeHbKast (DUTypKa.

— Mandyrtka! — KpUKHYJ KTO-TO.

JeBouKa, 0 KOTOPOII OXOTHUKHU YK€ 3a0bLIN, TEIIEPhb CTOSLIA
BO BECh POCT, CMOTpeJIa Ha MeIJIEHHO ITPUOIVIKAIOIIEToCs 3Bepsl.
OXOTHUKM OyITO OITOMHWJIMCH, 3arajieiid, CTpeMsICh OTBJICYb
maryHa. Ho ToT maxxe He moBepHyJIcs, ABUTasch Ha MandyTky.

Ortuero Xxe OH BAPYT BcTan?

ITo3xxe MHOTHME paccKa3bIBaiM, YTO MEABEIb KaK Ha CTCHY
KaKylo-To HaTKHYJIcs. Jlaxe ocen Ha 3agHue janbl. W 3apbryain
KO, B3pEeBeJ TaK, YTO AEPEBbSI B CTHUIOM JIECY COIPOTHYJINCH.
A TI0TOM 3aMOTaJI MOPAIOiA, pBaHyJICsI. HaKoHEII-To moaHsIICS BO
BECh CBOI MCMOJMHCKUI POCT M TIOLIEN, TTOIIe] KOCOaIIo...
[TouTy BITIOTHYIO IIPUOIM3WICS K IeBYOHKE, HO HEOXMIAHHO
OITPOKMHYJICSI HAB3HUYb.

TyT 1 MyXXUKM HACKOUMJIM — OITYCKaJIM TOIIOPbI, TeCaKH,
KOJIOJIM, PYyOUJIM, poraTUHAMU JaBUIM. ..

B Kakoii-T0O MOMEHT OHM ITOHSLIH, YTO 3Beprora MeptB. CTosI-
JI HaZl HUM, TIEPEBOJISI IbIXaHUE, MOJTIAIIH.

benena HakoHel OTMYCTWII BETKY, Ha KOTOPOI BUCEI, PYXHYJ
1 3aCTOHAJI, HO Cpa3y IIOII0J3 Ty/a, Ie, CJIOBHO CTOJIOUK, IIPO-
JoJixKajla HeABUXKMMO CTOSITh MangyTka.



