IAABA TTEPBAA

AOXKADb

JIyHa ymeprna, 1 BOJIK KpaJICs 11O IIOJII0, YCEAHHOMY MePTBbIMU
Te/IaMU, HeBYIMMBII B KPOMEIIIHOI TbMe IOJ] LOXKEM.

JIuBeHDb HAuaJICs C HACTYIUIEHMEM TeMHOTDI, KOIZla 3aKOHYM-
mach 6utBa. KpoBu 66110 TaK MHOTO, 4TO XPUCTOC He BbIEPIKATI,
TOBOPW/IN MTOOEUBIIINE TPEKY, ¥ PELINTI CMBITD €e.

Bosk mpokpasicst MeXx/1y Te/laMy MepTBBIX I YMMUPAIOLINX, MU -
MO HeOOJIBIINX OCTPOBKOB CBeTa — HACKBO3b IMIPOMOKIINX I1a-
JIaTOK, B KOTOPBIX JIIOAY [1€CTOBAJIN OTOHbKM j1aMII 1 cBeuelt. Ho
U TTJIATKM Ka3alIiCh BCErO JIMIIb Pa3MbITbIMU IIATHAMU B TeM-
HOTe, IpU3paKkaMy, OPOXKAEHHBIMU JOXK/IEM.

Marnpunk o uMeHy 3Meeryia3 BbIIJIAHYI U3 ITaJIaTKY MIMIIepa-
TOpa, YTOOBI IIOHATH, He HAMEYaeTCs1 /I B Ty4ax IMpocBeT. byap
Ha Hebe /TyHa, MOXKHO OBLIO ObI BBIVITY Ha TOMCKY KOOBIYM, Off-
HAaKO ee TOHKMII CepIl Micye3 HaKaHyHe BedepoM, Korga cobpa-
JNCh Ty4uu. 3a TEMHOI 3aBECOV JOXK/A Ma/IbuMK HMYETO HE BI-
Ienl Janbllle Kpyra cBeTa OT CTOSABIIMX Y HEro 3a CIIMHO JIaMIL.

Kpomemnas TbMa — He ioMexa iy Mapogepa. OgHaKo 3eMIs
IIpeBpaTU/IACh B TOIIb, I HEKOTOPbIe paHeHble IIPeCTABIAMN CO-
6011 ormacHOCTD. Tak 3aueM ke UCKaTh 6eCCIaBHO CMEPTH OT HO-
Ka KaKOro-HUOYIb U3 9TUX HeTOOUTHIX MATEKHIKOB, HOPMaHHA
wm apa6a? Ecim yxx cy»xeHo OrnOHyTh, TO JIy4dIlle, YTOOBI 9TO
IIPOM30ILJIO Ha [71a3aX CBOVX TOBAPMILEil, KOTOpbIE OTHALYT HOJDK-
HOE TBOEMY MY>KECTBY.

3Meerna3 4aCTeHbKO MeYTa O CIABHOV CMEPTI: OH OKPYKeH
TOJITION BPAroB, KOIbsI O/IECTST MOJ HETPEIOLIVM COTHI[EM, MeUn
ONJICBIBAIOT B BO3/JyXe CBepKaloliye OarpoBble YTy, X caM OH



8 M. A. AAxaaH

C BOCTOPTOM Ce€eT CMePTh U XJIAJHOKPOBHO BCTPeYaeT CBOIO 1O-
ruoens.

«JIBajillaTh BparoB MPOTUBOCTOAIN €MY, U1 JBAJIIATh OTIIPA-
BWINCDH BIIEPeIY HETO K IPAOTIIaM, YTOOBI IPUBETCTBOBATD €r0
3a MMPIIECTBEHHBIM CTO/IOM B uepTorax Bceobiero Otua». Bor
TaK OFHAXJBI OyIyT PacCKa3bIBaTh O HEM CKa/IbJIbL.

OH HuKorAa He 60s7ICA yMepeThb U CYUTAJI ITTABHOI 106/1eCThIO
YTV KPacuBO, YTOOBI )XUTh BEYHO B ITECHAX COPOAIYEN, KOTO-
pble Te MOKT Y MMOXOJHOTO KOCTPa MM Ha PhIHOYHOM IIJIOIIA/M,
OJIHAKO PMCKOBATh COOO0IT MPOCTO TaK OH He cobupacs. [Toato-
MYy IIOKa YTO OH CIIOKOJHO IIOCUJUT 3a PBOM, OKPY>KaIOLIVIM JIa-
repb, a 00IIapyBaTh BelljeBOil 0003 U MEPTBbIe Tella HAYHET Ha
paccBete, BMecTe ¢ BopoHamu. [Tocie yero co cBoeit mo6bryeit
BOItieT B AGKIOC, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETD, KaK 6/1arofapHblil TOPO,
pacmaxHeT BOpOTa BOMHAM, CHABILUM C Hero ocapy. VI Torga ero
XKIYT BCEBO3MOXKHBIE Y/JOBONIBCTBMS, JOCTYIIHBIE OCBOOOUTE-
71AM, B TOM 4MCJIe M CO3epLiaHye TOCAKEHHBIX Ha KOJT 3a4MHII-
KOB MSITeXa.

JTo>K /b XJI€CTAJI C TAKOM CUJION, YTO O TOM, YTOOBI 3aK€Ub JIaM-
Iy /I pa3BeCTU KOCTEP CHApYXXU, He MOI/IO ObITh 1 peun. Ha-
POZ CHfeN, CheXXUBIINCH B IIPOMOKIINX ITaaTKax (y Koro 6buim
HasIaTKM), ¥ JOXXUAAJICS paccBeTa. B jleTHee BpeMsi MOYTH BCe
BOJICKO HOYeBAJIO IIOfi OTKPBITHIM HeOoM. VI Korma obpymmics
JUBEHb, CyMaCIIEIINIA, XOJIONHbII, KOTIOYNIT ¥ BOBCE HE 110 Ce-
30HY, COIZIaThI 3a0M/INCh BO BCE BO3MOXKHbIE YKPBITHA, CTAPasCh
YCTPOUTDLCA HA HOYIET 10 HACTYIUIEHNA KpOMeUIHol TbMbl. Te,
KOMY He IOCYaCT/IMBIJIOCH HAWTH YO eXKIIIle, OCTA/INCh HPOXKATh
U TONTATbCs B JIBICBIX KYCTaX, I'PeACh APYT O Apyra B YepHU/Ib-
HOJ TeMHOTE.

Boesble momay >kao6HO pyKajy B CTpaxe Iepef HeIoTr ool
a BOMHBI IIeIM B HOYM, CTApasiCh XOTb HEMHOTO B30OJPUTDHCSI.
3Meers1a3 C/IbIIajI IECHU PYCCKUX BOMHOB O TOM, KaK KH:A3b Orer
no6emun B 6utBe 3a Kues. OH ciiblIas rpeKoB, KOTOpbIe Ha3bl-
Basu ce0s1 pOMesiMU U TIe/TN O TOM, Kak KOHCTaHTHMHOIIONb clie-
JIajics BeMMYANIINM TOPOioM B Mupe. VI OH crpllian Te mecHu,
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KaKue 100171 60/bIlie IPYTUX, — CTApMHHbBIE IECHU CeBepsH, BO-
VHOB-BMKJHIOB, €ro copopuyeii. IlecHn o reposx, gpakoHax
u 6MTBaX ¢ HECMETHBIMM ITOTYNIaMy Bparos. OH MOHVMMAII BCe
A3pIkM. EMy Ipuxonmaoch Toprosarhb Ha ppiHKax B bupke n Cka-
HUY, ! YMEHME TOBOPUTD C TIOIbMY Ha UX POJIHOM A3BIKE IPU-
HOCHJIO JIOXOFI.

CKBO3b IITyM JIO>K[IS OH C/IBILIA He TO/IbKO NeHue. JIromu v »xu-
BOTHBIE IO CUX [IOP YMMPAJIN, ¥ UX KPUKU TO>Ke ObUIN 11 3Me-
ermasa noyo6yeM My3bIKy. ITa My3bIKa HaIlOTHA/IA eTo (pusnde-
CKOJ1 paJIOCThI0, BCKUIIAIOLIE ITy3bIpbKaMM 10 BCEMY TeTTy.

— YT0, Ma/IbuMK, HE IPOACHUIOCH?

— Her, roctiogus.

— 41 tak u gymai. Bosspauraiics. SI xo4y ¢ To60it IOTOBOPUTB.

3Meernas OTBEPHYJICA OT YaCOBOTO M3 OTPAJA MMIIEPATOPCKIX
CTPa’KHUKOB, XMTAEPOC, KOTOPBIN CUJIE/ TIOf] COYAI[MIMCS BIIAr ol
IIOJIOTOM IIpY BXOJIe U IPO>KaJjl, HECMOTPs Ha TPU IUIALIA.

VMneparop ocTacs oayH — BOEHHBIIT COBET, HA KOTOPOM 00-
CY>KIa/IVICh COOBITVA JHA, HAKOHEI-TO 3aKOHIIICA. OH KeCcToM
BesIeT 3Meernasy yCTpOUTbCS Y HeOOIIbIIOM, ITIOKPBITOI OPHAMEH-
TOM >KapOBHI. Ma/Ib4MK Ce/l ¥ C MHTEPeCOM CTajl PACCMaTpUBaTh
»apoBHI0. Koria B Hell ropen OroHb, TO BO3HMKAJIO BIIeYaTe-
HIM€, YTO MajIeHbKIe AIepMIIbl, KOTOPBIMU Obl/Ia yKpalleHa Ja-
IIa, M3BMBAIOTCA B IUIAMEHM, YepHesA Ha (OHe pacKa/leHHBIX
yTIIen.

Y HOr MMIIepaTopa /IeKajo He4TO He MeHee TI0OOMIBITHOE,
B 4eM C TPY/IOM y3HaBa/lach 4e/ioBeyecKas ronosa. Ognaxo 3mee-
I7Ia3 3HaJI, 4TO 9TO TaKOe — Tro/oBa MATeXHNKa Dok (MATexX-
HMK YIIaJI C IOV 11 OBUI PACTONTaH COOCTBEHHOI KaBajiepleir).
Manpunk 6611 psafom, korga bommn Bonmcon, nmpocnaBneHHbIN
BMKVIHI, HallleJl TeJIO I OTCEK T'O/IOBY.

VimniepaTop samoprail, KOrjia ¢ yI/ia IHajJaTKy CKaTU/Iach Karis
U TIOTIA/Ia MY B I7Ias.

— CerofHs ThI COCITY XXV HaM HOOPYI0 CIIy>k0y, IepeBOofia MOM
npuKasbl. Thl BapAr, 0JHAKO TOBOPUIID IIO-TPeYeCK CTIOBHO JIC-
TUHHBI poMmeit. Kak Thl Hayunica HaleMy sA3bIKy?
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— 4 crapancs, rocnopus. I y>xe 6bIBaI ¢ OTIIOM B 3THX Kpa-
AX, MBI IIPOJJaBa/N ITyLTHNHY, ¥ TBOU COOTeYeCTBEHHUKM ITPUXO-
IVUIV K HaM Ha PbIHOK.

— Tpl mpexpacHO TOBOPUILID.

— MHe 1erko faroTcs m00ble A3bIKY, TOCIoAuH. S Mory 3a-
IPOCTO OOBACHUTBCS faxke ¢ apabamu, HY, XOTsI ObI IOTOPro-
BaTbCSI.

— B TakoMm cydae TbI MOXKelb ObITH HaM Hone3eH. HaBepHoe,
HaJ0 OBl TeOA OCKONUTD, YTOOBI THI MOT IIOBCIONY COIIPOBOXK/AThH
MEHS.

Mapumk mo6iegHernt.

— He cmoTpu Tak mcryranHo. MHorue 6eTHAKY JOCTUT AN
TaKMM CII0COOOM OTPOMHBIX BBICOT. MouM nBopoM B KoHcTaH-
TUHOIIOJIE, TTOKA 5 Ha BOJIHE, YIIPaB/IAeT HauaTbHUK CBAIEHHbIX
IIOKOEB, €BHYX, IIpMYeM BOBCe He U3 OrmaropopHoit cembu. He-
YIKeu ThI JyMaelllb, 4YTO OH MOT OBI JOOMTHCs TAKOTO ITOJIOXKe-
HIISA, ecyt OB He MIInIcs 4ero-to? Pasymeetcs, HeT. EMy 6b110
ObI He ITO3BOJIEHO MPUOIVDKATHCA K HOPGUPOPORHBIM 0cobam .

Manpunuk cHOBa IpoMoOTYal.

— He 6oiics, 51 He cTaHy OTHABaTb IPYUKa3 IPOTUB TBOE BO-
M, OJIHAKO TO/iyMaii Kak crefyeT. CerofiHA B CPayKEHUM Thl BeJl
cebs pocToitHo. Tebe 66110 ObI BECbMa BBITOJHO U [JajIbIlle OCTa-
BaTbcsA IIpy MHe. V] 1leHa BOBce He Tak BelyKa. bl Befp elle Ja-
Ke He MY>K4YMHA, 3TO BUJHO 110 TBOEMY JINILY.

— 4 My>X41Ha, TOCIIOAVH.

— IIpucnymarics Kk cobcTBeHHOMY ronocy. ITocmoTpy Ha cBOI
rIaikuii nog6opook. S PuMckuit uMiepaTop, MaibyuK, s II0-
BMJAJI OCTaTOYHO €BHYXOB, MHOTMX ITPYKa3bIBa/l OCKOINUTb, II0-
TOMY IOHUMAIO PasHUITY MeX/ly Ma/Ibi/IKOM 1 My>K4MHOI1. Henb-
35 IOTEPATD TO, 4ero y Tebs HeT. Kak Te6s 30ByT?

Barpsanopoxuslit, [IopdrpopogHbLil — 3MUTeTHI, yIOTPeO/IABIINECS B OTHO-
IIeHNN eTell BU3aHTHUIICKOTO IMIIepaTopa 000€To 110714, POXK/EHHBIX BO Bpe-
M eTo IpaBjIeHus. DU JeTy 00Iafany HeCOMHEHHBIM IIPaBOM Ha MMIIepa-
topckuit pecton. (ITpumeu. ped.)
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— 3meeras.

— ITouemy?

Manp4uk ykasan Ha CBOM JIeBbIi I71a3. Vimmeparop npuasu-
HY/ICA K HeMy. 3Meer/Ia3 IIMPOKO paclaxHyII I7Iasa, ¥ MMIepaTop
IpUCMOTpeNCA. 3padoK ObII OKPY>KeH TEeMHBIM KOJIBIIOM —
KaKOJ-TO JleeKT pajfy»KKIl.

— B camoMm jiene moxoske Ha 3Me0, — IPHU3HAT UMIIEPATOp. —
W 4ro oHa o3HaYaeT?

— CMepTb, — OTBeTMT 3Meernas, — TO eCThb, TaK TOBOPIIIA
MOs MaTh.

Vmmnepatop mopyKat ry6sl, cierka ICIyTaHHBIIL.

— 41 Bcerma obpamiao BHMMaHNe Ha HMOJOOHBIE 3HAKU. JTO
OYeHb Ba)KHAs OTMETHUHA, OHa OT bora.

— Y Hac CYMTAIOT, YTO 9TO U300pAXKEHNE MIPOBOTO 3Mesl, 3TO
3Meit, KOTOPBIVT 00BIICA BOKPYT Bcero mupa. Korga on Bopoya-
eTCsl, BOfla BCKUITAeT, a 3eM/II PacKasIbIBaeTCA.

— TbI ToXKe OyzelIb pacKanbIBaTh 3eMIIIO U OyIOPa>KUTb BOAY,
3Mmeernas?

— Jla, TOCIIOAMH, €CTIM TOTIBKO ThI IIPYUKAXKEIb.

VMmepaTop poBert A3bIKOM II0 BepXHeli ryfe.

—3Mes B I71a3y MajbuMkKa. B mocnemHee BpeMs BOKpPYT
CTONbKO CTpaHHOCTeIl. [IBa IHA Ha3aj... THI BUfien B Hebe or-
HEHHBIIT map?

— To 6b110 HOO6pOE 3HAMeHME.

— MBI cenanu Bce, 4TOOBI Bee Tak 1 gymanu. [Tpunuiocs co-
OpaTh LieJIbIiT JIETVIOH rafiaTeseil ¥ KyJeCHUKOB, YTOObI yOenuTh
Hapof, 4TO 9TO O3HavyaeT OyarocoBeHe HaM oT [ocmopa.

— Tax 0HO U 6BLI0, TOCIIOAVH.

— Kro 3Haer, 4To 370 6b1710. JIFOAM Ha3BIBAIOT KOMETBI IPO30IL
Koporeit. Ckaxy Tebe paBpy, s UcITyraics He Ha mryTky. Ho aTo
3HaMeHIe JJO/DKHO OBITb JOOPBIM, MHe KaxxeTcs. Kak mymaenis,
MbI Io6enum?

3Meerma3 Hu4ero He oTBeTiI. OH OrafbIBajICs, 4YTO UMIIEepa-
TOPY IIPOCTO XOYETCA MOPACCYKAATh BCIYX O CBOUX ONACEHMAX.
I ot 3meernasa Tpe60OBaIOCh TONBKO CITYIIATh, YTOOBI MMITEPaTOp
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