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Ka’xas kHITa IOAB/IAETCA Ha CBET B HAZIEK e 00peCTy CBO-
ero yurarens. BHadase Kak MBIC/Ib, Jes, a IOTOM KaK Lie-
nas ucropus. Kak >xe poguncs sToT poMaH?

Ha npekpacHoI1 c1aBsIHCKOI 3eMJle OCTAaBU/IU CBOII Cllef,
TPUIIONBIIBI, CKM(BI, CApMaThl, MOJIsIHE Y HOMOBIHL. .. Koro
K€ U C KaKMX BpeMeH MOXKHO CUMTATh C/IaBAHAMM — HAIlN-
mu npepkamu? Kakumy oHy OpIin — Te, KTO a1 Ha3BaHMe
HapofaM 1 sA3bIKaM? YTo m06unn, 0 4eM MedTani, K 4eMy
CTPEMMUIINCH?

BoT 13 aTux Bonpocos u B3pocna ucropus o Yecnase.

Jla, Hamy papofuTeNny NeYaauInch ¥ pafoBanuch, Xiu-
NIV B CIIOKOJCTBMM M GOPONNCH 3a CBOE CYyIjeCTBOBaHIUe.
J uctopus ux — BEHENOB, AHTOB U CKJIaBMHOB, KOHEYHO,
Obl/Ia He MeHee MHTEepPeCHa, YeM VICTOPUS APYTMUX HAPOJOB.
Yem 6orbllle A MOTPYXKAJICA B T BpEeMeHa, TeM OoIblile Io-
HMMaJI, KaK Majio Mbl O HUX 3HaeM. BoT mosTomy MHe 1 3a-
XOTE€JIOCh HAIMCATh O MpaclaBAHCKUX Iemenax I—II cro-
JIeTVIA Hallleil 3Pbl, 00 YAMBUTEIbHOM BpeMeHY, KOTTa A3BIK,
o6bp1yay ¥ 60Ty ObIIM OOIIMMM, KOIMa 3allyIaay CIaBsIH
MOTy4Mue 7ieca, IOKPbIBaBIINe 09T BCIo EBpomy.

ITOT pOMaH — O MOJIOAOM OXOTHUKe Yecnase, cbiHe Be-
UMUPA, raBbl popa. O ero craHOB/IEHNUY, O IIpeBpallleHnn
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MaIbYMIIKY B MY>Ka, JOCTOMHOTO 4JI€Ha CBOETO IJIEMEHM.
O TtoMm, kak monopoit Yecna cran CnenonsiToM, pasrajbl-
BAaIOLIVIM MHOTOYMC/IEHHBIE 3aTa[IKM, C KOTOPBIM CTOJIKHY-
JIUCDh €T0 POIVIYML.

MHe X0Te/0Ch, YTOOBI OH IIPeCTAI IIePef] YNTATEIMU He
9 AKVIM CYIIeprepoeM, a CAMbIM OOBIKHOBEHHBIM 4€/IOBEKOM,
9TOOBI ObIT O/IM30K KAXKIOMY: CO CBOVMM CUM/IBHBIMM 1 CTIa-
OBIMM CTOPOHAMU, JOCTOMHCTBAMU U HEJLOCTATKAMMU, OLINO-
KaMU U JKeJITaHMeM UX UCIIPaBUTb.

B 3TOM pOMaHe cMelIaHbl IPUK/IIYEeHN 1, ABAHTIOpa I Jie-
TEKTUB, B HeM KUIIAT CUJIbHBIE YYBCTBA, OYP/IAT CTPACTH,
poxpaeTcs mo6oBb. TombKO Takast KHNUTA, Kak MHe KaKeT-
Cs1, MOXKET yBJIeYb YMTaTeNIA.

A1 Bce BpeMs LIeJT 3a CBOMM I'epOeM, COBEPIIEHHO He IIpef-
CTaBJIAA, KyJa OH MEHA 3aBefleT ¥ KaKOJ HEOXK M aHHBI I10-
BOPOT MOXKET CITYYUTbCA B ero cypabbe. Ho TeMm nHTEpecHee
MHe CaMOMY OBbI/IO 3TO Iy TelIeCTBIE.

OueHb X04eTCs, YTOOBI Y MOV YUTATe/Ib MOfPY>KUIICS C MO-
TOJBIM OXOTHMKOM YecrmaBoM, comepexuBal JpeBHEMY
BONHY, BOJTHOBAJICA 33 HETO U PaJlOBAJICA BMECTE C HUM,
IIO/Ty4asi OT 3TOTO MOJI/INHHOE YLOBONIbCTBME.

A Temepp — B Iy Thb!

Asmop
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IToTpeBo>keHHas NTUIIA C LTYMOM BbIJIETE/IA M3-I10], €T0 HOT.
YecnaB Ha MTHOBEHIe 3aMep, HO, COOOPasuB, YTO 3TO BCETO
NNIIb OTULA, TPOJO/KN CBONM MyTh. OH IIeN IO MATKOM
HOZICTUIKE JIECA, CTApasACh He HACTYNATh Ha CyXMe BeTKU
U He OCTAB/IATb 3aMETHBIX C/IEJIOB, KaK Y4/l €r0 CTapblil
Coxkor.

Yecnas, B OTIMYME OT MHOTMX CBOMX COIIJIEMEHHMKOB, He
60st1cst Jleca. B HeMm OH 4yBCTBOBaJI cebs1 CBOOOIHO U YBepeH-
HO. OH 3Ha/1 MHOTME €T0 CEKPETBI, a K TOMY, YTO He 3HaJl 1IN
He TIOHMMaJ, OTHOCU/ICA ¢ modTeHueM. IOHoma perynapHo
IPUHOCK ByXY Jleca )epTBBL, U TOT OB 6/IaTOCK/IOHEH K He-
my. Hakanyne YecnaB nmpenopHec emy 1ie1oro kosna. OH rnpo-
cun y Jleca momomm u, ecru morpebyercs, samuThl. Ceitdac
OHMV HY>KHBI eMy ObUIV KaK HUKOT/IA paHblIIe. ..

JlecHas 4amja TMXO IOTPY’Kanach B CyMEPKM, I COBCEM
CKOPO ee IO/KHA Obl/Ia MOITIOTUTD CKPBITHNIIA HOYb. BHY-
TpeHHe YecnaB Toponm1 3TOT MOMeHT. OH XOTe/l KaK MOX-
HO CKOpee PacCTBOPUTLCS B 9TOM 3€IeHOM yOeXnIlle, CTaTb
HepocAraeMbpIM. OH 1IeJT y>Ke JOBOJIbHO JO/ITO U MOPAIKOM
yCTas, HO Jake MBICIM He JOITyCKall, YTOOBI IePeJOXHYTh.

Yecnas omacanca noronu. OH 3HaJ, 4TO eMy Haflo IIPOi-
TU €Ilje COBCEM HEMHOT'O — ¥ OH HAKOHEII-TO JJOCTUTHET TO-
IO MECTa, I'Jle OCTaBMJI CBOETro KoHA BeTpa — BepHOTro TOBa-
puIla U COyYyaCTHMKA MHOTMX €ro el U 1manocrei. Tuxoe
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NPMBETCTBEHHOE pyKaHMeE IOATBEPANIO NPENIIONOKEHNEe
Yecmapa. BeTep mouysn cBoero xo3samHa u 1osBaj ero.

O6oiizis cTapblil TOBaleHHbII y0, YecmaB okasacs y Kpas
HU3MHBIL. 3[1eCh, Ha IHE OBpara, CTOA/ IPUBA3AHHBIN K KyCTY
opelIHNKa Betep, KOTOpBIT OT HeTepIeHMA CTal OUTh KOIIbI-
TOM, TO /¥ TOPOIs, TO MU NPUBETCTBYA XO3AMHA. TOIbKO
OKa3aBILVICh PAJIOM C KOHeM, Uec/aB 00/Ier4eHHO B3JJOXHYI
Y OCTOPOXKHO IIEPETIOKMJI C TIJIeYa Ha KPYI JKMBOTHOTO CBOO
Homty. JJopory1o /i Hero Hollly, 13-3a KOTOPOJI OH IPefIpy-
HSIJI CTOJIb TAXKEJIOEe U OIIaCHOE IIPUK/IIOYEHME.

9T0 ObITa CBsA3aHHAS 10 PyKaM U HOTaM JIeBYIIKa. ..

HexxpiaHa, HecMOTpsI Ha 3aIIpeThl OTI[a, 4acTo yberaa us ro-
poxuia Ha o3epo opnHa. OHa /M60BaIACh €ro KpacoToil
¥l HAC/Ia>K/1a/1ach BeMYeCTBEHHBIM CIIOKOICTBYEM, KOTOpOe
LapMJIO 3[1eCh ¥ KOTOPOTO €1 TaK He XBaTaJIoO B IIyMHOM Ce-
neHun. TyT MOXXHO ObIIO YKPBITBCS OT CTPOTUX POJUTEIeN
n I[OKy‘UII/IBI)IX no;[pyr. He>1<,uaHe HpaBI/I}IOCb IIy1aBaTb, Ha-
pymaﬂ rmagb osepa, pBaTb JININN "N KYBH_II/IHKI/I, a IIOTOM
BIIJZIETAaTb X B KOCBI U [O€/1aTb M3 HUX praHIeHI/[H. A TO
Y IPOCTO CUJIETD, AYMATh, TPE3UTh...

E1me HeckombKO mHE Ha3aJl eyl IT0Ka3a/10Ch, YTO 3a HEV KTO-
TO HAOJIIOZIaeT TO JIM U3-3a KYCTOB, TO JIY U3 BHICOKOV TPABBL.

«HaBepHoe, mapHU 13 rOpOANILA PELIN/IN TIOACMOTPETD
3a MHOI1, KOTJia 51 6y[jy KyIlaThCsi», — pellnia OHa.

HexpaHa y>xe Bol/Ia B TOT BO3PAcT, KOI/la IAPHU U MO-
Nofible MY>KUMHBI CTa/lM CMOTPETDb Ha Hee IO/ITYIMU B3ITIA-
oaMm — TO I/[Sy‘-IaIOH_[I/[MI/[, TO }IIO6OHbITHbIMI/I, TO BOCXMNIIIECH-
HBbIMI. A KaK TOJIbKO JieBYIIKa IlepeXBaTbIBasia 3TV B3IJIA/bI,
Hp}ITa)'[I/[ Inm OTBOOMIIN B CTOpOHy T/1a3a, BbIKa3bIBas I10OJI-
Hoe paBHopyuMe. HexxjaHe HpaBUIOCh PasHUTD UX, HO Ta-
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KOJ HaIJIOCTY, KaK TaViHO C/IEAUTh 3a Hell, OHA He MOIJIa CITy-
ctuth M. OHa NONBITa/IaCh IPOBEPUTDH CBOM NOMI0O3PEHNA,
HO HIYEro He OOHAPY>KM/Ia ¥ YCIIOKOV/IACD.

Heindve, mpups K 03epy, MCKYIaBIINCh U BBIVSA Ha beper,
OHa BHOBbD OII[yTWJIA Yb€-TO HEBUJVIMOE IIPUCYTCTBUE PATOM.

«MokeT, 3Bepb KaKo¥i?» — IMPOMENIbKHYJIa MbICIIb.

Crapascp He TOJaBaTh BU/Y, 4YTO OHA YTO-TO 3aII0/I03PU-
Ja, AeBYIIKa Ofie/Iach, a 3aTeM B3s/Ia TpebeHb U CTala Mefi-
JIEHHO pacyechIBaTh B/Ia>KHbIe BONOCHL. CaMa jKe YKpaJIKol
Habmofaa 3a MpuOpeXHbIMU 3apociiAMN. Uepes HeKOTOpoe
BpeMsA ee XUTPOCTb OblTa Bo3HarpaxkieHa. OHa 3aMeTnIa
6ecITyMHO TPOME/TbKHYBIIYIO TEHb, 2 IOTOM ¥ CBET/TYIO CO-
POUKY, O€/IeI0IyI0 CKBO3b 3€/IeHb JICTBBI.

OT16pocus rpebennb, HexxpjaHa pemmTenbHO ABMHYIACH
B CTOpOHY 3apocneii. OHa ellje He 3HaJIa, YTO CHe/aeT B C/le-
Aiyoliee MTHOBEHME C HAIJIELIOM, HO B TOM, YTO €My He II0-
3[I0POBUTCS, MO>KHO OBIIO He COMHEBATbCS: JIeBYIIIKA C Ma-
JIOTIETCTBA yMe/a MOCTOATD 3a cebsA. OmHaKo, egBa BOMAA
B 3apOC/I, OHA OTOpOIIeNIa OT HeoXXuganHocTu. [lepen Hen
CTOST1 He3HAKOMBII YenoBeK. IOnoma... On Toxe 3acThu,
I Ha Hee YAVMB/IEHHBIMU I7Ia3aMU. 3aT€EM OH CyJOPOXK-
HO B3JJOXHYJI ¥ KMHYJ/ICA Ha Hee.

Yecnas cimy4ariHo Habpen Ha 9T0 nocenenue. OH 3HaI, 4YTO
IJe-To B 3TOJ CTOpOHe X1BeT poj, bypesosa. Ho mopu po-
la, K KOTOpOMY IpuHajaexan Yecmas, cTapannch He XO-
JUTh ¥ He OXOTUTBCS B 9TUX KpasAx. Mex iy pogaMu Oblia
IaBHAA BpaXKja. Takas faBHAA, 4TO ceifdac yxKe BpAJ I KTO
U BCIIOMHNT, 4eM OHa Obla BbI3BaHa. Ho ara Bpaxkzia nop-
A€pXMBasiaCb MHOTMMMU ITIOKOJIEHMAMU IIPENKOB. A x BoJte
IPEKOB POJL OTHOCWJICS C OOJIBILINM IIOYTEHVIEM.
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B Tot pa3 Yecnas fonro npecnenosan oneHs. JKuBoTHoe,
CIIacasACh, NET/IAJIO 110 1eCY ¥ M3MAaThIBa/lIo OXOTHUKA. VI BOT,
KOTZIa JOHOIIIA y>Ke TIOUTHU HACTUT eTo, 3Bepb IPOIOXKIII cebe
IyTb Yepes3 3apOoC/y KyCTapHNUKa 1 BbIOexas Ha Geper ose-
pa. Yecnas, pasropsYeHHBIN IIOTOHEIL, 1 CaM Y>Ke TOTOB OBl
PUHYTbCA CKBO3b KYCTaPHMK, HO HEOXKM/JAHHO Ha IIPOTUBO-
HIO/TOXKHOM bepery 3aMeTu1 4bio-1o Gurypy. Bcaguuk pes-
KO OCaJIMjI CBOETO KOHA.

Y KpoMKM BOJbI CTOsAIA JIeBylIKa. HanyranHas nmrymom
IIOTOHM U TOSIB/IEHVeM Ha Oepery ojleHs, OHa MHCTVHKTYB-
HO CIpATanach 3a KycT. IOHoIIa, MpumaB K KOHIO U MOI/IA-
KMBas €ro, CTapajcs yCIOKOUTb pasropsdeHHoOro Berpa,
4TOOBI OH He BbIJaI UX npucytctus. OneHp pe3sBo mpobe-
KaJI II0 OTKPBITOMY IIPOCTPAHCTBY Oepera 1 CHOBa HBIPHYI
B yally. /leBylKa, IpOBOANB B3I/IAIOM UCITyTAaHHOE XKIUBOT-
HOE€, CTaJla HalIPS>)KEHHO BCMATPUBAThCA B TY CTOPOHY, OT-
KyZa oHo BeiOexxarno. Typa, rae naxopnics Yecnas. IOnomra
’Ke, 605Ch BbIIATH cebs, 3aTau/l gbIXaHye U IIeNTal TacKo-
Bbl€ C/I0Ba peTuBOMY Betpy.

Hacrynusiasa TummHa ycrokouna HeSHaKOMKY. Beiinsa
13-3a KYCTOB, OHa CHOBA BepHYy/Iach K Boje. Torma Yecmas
OCTOPOXKHO CJIe3 C KOHA U OTBEJI €r0 B CTOpoHY. CaM e I1o-
CIIeLIVJI BEPHYTHCS K MECTY HAOTIOfIeH N AL,

JleBylKa, BBDK/IaB ellje KaKoe-TO BpeMsA M HaCTOPOXKEH-
HO OIVIAJEBUINCH I10 CTOPOHAM, CH:JIA IIJIaThe 1, OCTAaBUB €r0
B TpaBe, MOLI/IA K BOJIE.

YecnaB 3am000BajCcs ee CTPOMHBIM U TMOKUM TEIOM.
JKenckas narora BoBce He OblIa 11d Hero taitHoir. OHU co
CBepCTHUKAMM He pas, IPsI4ach 3a IPUOPeXHbIMI KaMH;I-
MU, HaO/TIofjaIi 3a KYMAoIMUCS B PeKe JIeBYIIKaMI. A co-
BCEM HeJJaBHO Yec/aB IMO3HaJI XKEHIIMHY KaK MY>K4YMHA.
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Ho sra He3HaKOMKa 3acTaBuIa ero KpoBb OYpAUTH, KaK
IIPOPBABIINIICS CKBO3b JIeC IOTOK BOZIbI IIOC/IE IV BHS, Y 9XOM
OT[laBaTbCA B ylIaX. Ee nII0 B/IEKIIO ero, KaK MK HeBeO-
MOV 7IeCHO¥ OOTMHU U3 IJIOTK U KPOBU. [/IMHHBIE BOIOCHI
IPUKPBIBA/IN €€ YIPYTHe, ellie He BIIOJTHe CGOpPMIPOBABIIN-
ecs TPy/y, HO OCTaB/IsA/IN B3T/IAAY UecmaBa mpekpacHble 6ef-
pau anuHHEbIe HOru. OHa 1JIa K BOZie € Tpaljyeli IeCHOM KO-
K1. Boiia B BoAy, [ieByllIKa MeJJIeHHO Tomblia. Yecnas
C TPYZHOM IiepeBesl [ibIXaHe U efiBa CAEPIXKascs, YTOObI He
BBIJATD Ce0.

ITO OTKpPBITHE 3aCTaB/IANO YecrmaBa He pa3 BO3BPAllaTh-
cs Ha TO Xe camoe MecTto. [opoauiie pona bypesos pacno-
JIarajIoch Ha IPUTOPKe B I'yCTOM JIECY, HEfIaJIEKO OT JIECHOTO
03epa, ¥ ObIIO TIOYTH TAaKUM XKe OOIBIINM, KaK ¥ TOPOJMIIe
pona, Kk KoropoMy npuHajanexan Yecmas. Yacel, a mopoit
U Lie/Ible JHY OH IIPOBOAIMJI B €0 OKPECTHOCTAX B HaJleX ie
BHOBb yBUJIETD €e. V] 4acTo ero oxupaHue BO3HArpaXk/ia-
nock. JleByIiKa NpUXoN/Ia Ha 03€pO C APYTUMM KEHIIMHA-
MU CTUPATh OfEXAy MM Kymnarbcia. Ho co Bpemenem Ye-
CIaBY CTaJIO MIOHATHO, YTO JAEBYIIKA YaCTO yOeraeT Ha 03epo
TarikoM ofHa. YKenmaHue B1jieTh ee psioM ¢ coboit, 06manathb
ero sactaBuio Yecnapa nmonpocuth y gyxa Jleca momomn. ..

Hoynas Mr71a y>ke MOYTH IIOTHOCTBIO HaKpblia 7iec. KoHb Bce
Yalle CIIOTHIKAJICA Y HEJIOBOIbHO (bIPKaJL, jaBast IOHATH XO-
3AMHY, 4TO yCTa/L. Benb emy mpumtoch HecTn Ha cebe jBO-
ux. YecmaB nmonuman sto. EMy camomy Bce TpymHee ObIIO
yTafibIBaTh IOPOTY Cpeiu fepeBbeB. OHU OTBEXaNN yKe J10-
BOJIBHO J]aJIeKO OT Tropopuina bypesos, 1 MOXKHO ObIIO OCTa-
HOBUTbCA U NIEPENOXHYTh.
— Crosarp, Berep! — tnxo ckomangosan Yecnas.
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EMy He npmniioch NOBTOPATH ABaXKAbL. BeTep nmocmymno
ocTaHOBUICA. Yecnas cne3 ¢ KOHA ¥ OCTOPOXKHO CHAT Jie-
ByIIKy. OH IIOJIOXKJI ee Ha 3eMJII0, IPeIBapUTENBbHO OPOCUB
Tyfa WKypy. Hexx/laHa Hanps>KeHHO CIefusia 3a €ro Jei-
cTBuAMN. IlapeHb CHAM IIaTOK, KOTOPBIM 3aBA3aJl €l POT,
U CTaJl PacIyThIBaTh KOXKaHble peMHM Ha ee pykax. CHAB
PeMHU, OH IIPUHSAJICA HEXXHO PAcTUpaTh €€ 3alACThbA. BHe-
3anHO HexxraHa 6pocutach Ha Hero, OTYasiHHO KOJIOTA U 11a-
pamas. Yecnas, He 0XK1/lasi HallafleHN A, CIIepBa Jake pacTe-
pAICA, a 3aTeM JIOBKO IepeXBaTu/ pyku fukapku. Ho ato He
ycnokouno Hexpany. JIuiienHass BOSMOXKHOCTY JI€JICTBO-
BaTh PyKaMM, OHA IONBITA/IaCh YKYCUTD IOHOIIY. ITO pac-
cmemnyio YecnaBa. OH HECKONIBKO pa3 JIOBKO YBEPTBIBAJICA
OT 3y6O0B [IeBYIIIKM, APa3HA ee, a IOTOM HaBaJ/INJICA Ha Hee,
HOAMSB 107, cebs, ¥ TpepBajl CONPOTUBJIEHNE IOL[E/TYeM.
[IpeanpuHAB HECKOIBKO Oy PHBIX ITOIIBITOK BBICBOOOAUTHCA
1 OTBETUTD Ha MOLeNyIi yKycoM, HexxaHa satuxia.

ITepBbim >xenannueM HYecnasa, KaK TObKO Ha4aslach 9Ta I10-
TAaCOBKa, ObIIIO Cpasy ke OBIafieTh feByLIKoi. HakoHer-To oH
Iiep>Kaj B PyKax Ty, 0 KOTOPOJI TaK JJONITO MeYTasl M KOTOpas
IIpeBpaTIIA €TO CHBI B IIOCTOSIHHBIE KOIIMaphl. V1 ueM 6071b-
IlIe OHA COITPOTUBIAIACD, TeM OOJIbIIIe POCIIO MYXKCKOE JKea-
Hue Yecnasa. Kasanocn, ellje HEMHOTO — U BCe €T0 TeJIo pa-
30PBET OT 3TON OCTPOJ >KaXK/[bl YJOBIETBOPUTD CBOXO CTPACTh.

Ho B TOT MOMeHT, Korjja ieByIuKa Ipekparnaa 60pboy
U 3aTMXJIa, OH IOYYBCTBOBA/ Ha CBOMX III€KaX YTO-TO MOK-
poe. «OHa mayeT», — MOHAN OH, ¥ B TOT )K€ MUT Yy HETO
B TPYJ¥ LIEBEIbHY/IOCh HE3HAKOMOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPO€E OH
He B CUIaX ObIT 00BACHUTD jaxke caMoMy cebe. XKemanne
OBJIafIeTh IVIEHHNUIEN IIOCTEIIEHHO CTa/I0 0C/abeBaTh I BCKO-
pe yneryunnochb. YecnaB pasxan oObATH.
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